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Abstract
The folk painting tradition of West Bengal is a rich and culturally significant art form,
deeply rooted in the religious beliefs, social customs, and everyday life of rural
communities. This research paper focuses on a critical analysis of the decorative designs,
motifs, and underlying customs embedded within folk art. Art forms such as Wall
Painting, Patchitra, Alpona, Sara Painting, Dashabatar Taas, and Chalchitra incorporate
symbolic motifs like trees, birds, the sun, fish, conch shells, and lotuses- each reflecting
layers of social meaning and spiritual belief. The paper explores the structural methods of
traditional ornamentation, the aesthetic use of colour, and the evolution or preservation of
these practices across generations. It also examines how the lifestyle, faith, and festive
spirit of folk artists influence the artistic conventions of these paintings. The study reveals
that folk painting in West Bengal is not merely an aesthetic expression, but a living cultural
practice-one that embodies rural identity and preserves ancestral knowledge and tradition.
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CETPIoGT TTBICAT [, T & 5T Az 1 6 FerRrFT 79T
to move| TIBF ©AT (ACF Terife zeae A e = Fes o Afafe e e @
A - Sfeq 2ty Ie1 TRCE;
“The race car decor in your room, the refrain of a song, the idea or object
that keeps popping up a story - these are all motifs, recurring elements that
move through out and shape music, art and novels. This French impotent is
related to the Latin verb ‘movere’ which means to move. Think about a
pattern or design that moves throughout something when you hear motif™>
frreies ey W @ifte 5% o I o F=I1eE qRe «rea e @nfbees ew fFe
Teita Sicz| [fey uiEcee 3t cfircs @ibece Scmar T4 2R ARy, Mifre, [T
F@ (T *T7E IR TR IR OISl TS FERRI BT I The New Shorter
oxford English Dictionary ¢© I REICR:
“A distinctive, significant or dominant idea or theme, especially art or a
distinctive feature, subject or structural principle in composition or design
in literature or Folklore a particular or recurrent event, situation theme,

character a particular or recurrent event, situation theme, character theme
”Q

etc
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CTRHCE (BT T2CF 5d Ao FeaR) (BT SCEBAR ‘Symbol” A1 =<
SCAGA TSRS ©ICI2 5T | TG 771 (Design), A6 (Symbol) € GG ARifs
TR & @18 TICE R AT | 92 AT ETRC/ A T a7 g9y aoe Ty
T G Symbol I 28T *™MG @I #HF * ‘Symbolum’ RTF GG, IR 9¢ HiFe
2% Advance Oxford Dictionary (® HSICH FGI Il ZCACR:
“Symbol is a mark of character used as a conventional representation of an

object, function or process.””

Sign, motif, mark, letter, logo 2@‘% *1% symbol =T oif e BT 99 41 =1 ANfAFeE
JE T Symbol G TLCT (F1F TG TALSICE TF7H FCA| G T T8+ AT Design| Design
=1 {57 Teoffe =it =1t ‘designare’®F IR &Y ‘to designate’ I Al Design & &I 43
B[FCE T FOCAT | Design-A3 eTal T=TF I TRC:

“The process and skill of making drawing that show how something should be made, how
it will work”®
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