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Abstract

In 1947, India was divided, creating two nations based on religion —on one side, West
Pakistan, and on the other, East Pakistan. In 1971, the Liberation War began in East Pakistan,
leading to the creation of an independent nation called Bangladesh. However, the journey
from East Pakistan to independent Bangladesh was not easy. Around three million people
lost their lives, and ten million sought refuges in India, primarily in Bengali-dominated
regions. Those who migrated from East Bengal to India's West Bengal and northeastern
states after 1947 were referred to as refugees. However, the people who arrived from East
Pakistan in 1971 were primarily considered war refugees. Among the northeastern states of
India, Assam witnessed the largest influx of these refugees. Numerous government camps
were established to aid those fleeing their homeland. Alongside, ordinary citizens and
voluntary organizations in Assam actively extended support to the refugees.
Despite the goodwill of the people, the facilities provided in the camps were inadequate
compared to the needs of the refugees. Assam in 1971 buzzed with issues such as inflation
and concerns about espionage. After enduring nine months of hardship, a large number of
refugees eventually returned to an independent Bangladesh.
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