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Abstract

The most deprived and neglected class in predominantly agricultural India is the peasant
community. This is true in the context of colonial India or 21st century India as well.
However, the research on the life of these farmers began during the colonial period.
Especially in the context of the 19th century, the opinion of Bengali scholars about farmers
is quite significant. Peary Chand Mitra, Akshay Kumar Dutta, Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay, Dinabandhu Mitra, Harish Chandra Mukherjee were all sympathetic to the
farmers. Especially Dinabandhu Mitra’s Nildarpan (1860) has presented a realistic account
of the life of the indigo farmers of Bengal. Again, the rebellion that the indigo farmers waged
against this helplessness is known as the Indigo revolt. Incidentally, the life of the 19th
century farmers and the Indigo revolt has become particularly relevant in the post-
independence Bengali novel genre. The lives of farmers and the events of the Indigo
Rebellion have become the controlling force in the story-building of Bibhutibhushan
Banerjee’s Ichamati (1950), Dinesh Chandra Chatterjee’s Neel Ghurni (1378 Bangabdo) and
Sunil Gangopadhyay’s Sei Samoy (Part 1-1981, Part 2-1982). I would like to shed light on
these novels written over a period of time, keeping in mind the lives of farmers and the
events of the Indigo Rebellion.

Kewords: Farmers, Indigo revolt, Post-independence Bengali novel, Ichamati, Neel Ghurni,
Sei Samoy.
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